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Recently, I went home to South Carolina and attended my 
20th High School Reunion. Our class president, Debbie, 
had been posting information about the event online 

months prior to the occasion. As many of us would have, I got 
excited about going back and catching-up with many friends 
from childhood. 

Just three years ago, the school building I attended was torn 
down and a new one was erected in its place. Actually, I’m not 
really sure how it was funded, because all four high schools 
in the county got new buildings in that same year. Our time 
together at the reunion started with a tour of the new school. I 
marveled at the width of the halls, the bright colors, and all the 
natural light that flooded the expansive rooms. Down one of the 
main hallways, students displayed their art projects. Beside their 
hanging charcoal drawings was a picture of a former art teacher 
who had passed away. Her name was Liz and she was my adopted 
grandmother at church. It was wonderful to see a tribute to her 
beside the work of the next generation of art students. 

After the tour, pizza was delivered to the grounds for a tailgate 
party before the football game. As the cars steadily streamed into 
the lots, those of us who had returned sat back and talked. We 
tried to remember old classmates and adventures we had shared. 
We of course started talking about kids before the conversation 
switched to the number of calories found in particular foods or 
the price of re-roofing your house. My, how times have changed. 

Coming Together, Again
And while I had fun going home and seeing some of my old 

friends, there was a bit of emptiness to it, too. In all, only 20 or 
so folks came back. Out of 250 students, not even 10% bothered 
to attend. Debbie, who worked so hard at putting it all together, 
mentioned to me that some folks had told her they were not 
coming because they didn’t need to. With the ability to stay in 
touch over the Internet, why did they need to meet back up in 
person? They could read about their friend’s new job, additional 
kid, or crowning achievement on Facebook or Twitter. 

So, while I had fun, there was something missing. Frankly, 
the lack of people present in part shaped and colored my own 
experiences. Their decision to, or not to, participate affected 
how I felt about my commitment to go.  I left sure I had done 
the right thing. I had made an effort to be there, to meet again 
with my friends, in person. I left feeling rewarded, but I also left 
feeling an emptiness for the many I did not see.

You’ve heard me say it before:  your attendance and 
participation in church activities is your decision to make. But, 
as I clearly saw on my trip back home, the decisions we make 
about our participation clearly have an impact upon others. 
When we are together as one, sharing as one family, then our 
time together can only be enhanced. And when we are not there, 
there are more than just empty pews or fewer voices singing; 
some of the enjoyment and wonder is missing, too.

~Thomas Quisenberry

The first Sunday of November in many Christian traditions is 
the observance of All Saints’ Sunday. Believing that every faithful 
disciple of Jesus Christ is, in fact, a saint, we set aside this day to 
remember loved ones who have preceded us in death and to offer 
our thanks for their impact on our lives. This year we will observe 
All Saints’ Sunday on November 2, during Worship. This special day 
marks a time of remembrance, but more importantly calls us to a 
celebration of the lives of these saints who have passed on since  
October 2013.

Please contact Frances (423.648.2543 / frances@fbcchattanooga.org) 
by Tuesday, October 28, if you have a family member or special friend 
that you would like to have included in this time of remembrance. We 
also ask your help in preparing for this service by providing one or two 
large pictures of your loved one. All photos will be returned and may be 
mailed or hand-delivered to the church office. You may also email them to  
frances@fbcchattanooga.org. We need to receive all photos by Tuesday,  
October 28.

All Saints’ Sunday, November 2, 2014



THE GIFT OF MUSIC
“Apple tree, apple tree, will your apple fall on me? I won’t cry, 

I won’t shout if your apple knocks me out!”

This is a simple (maybe even silly) song that teaches children 
to match pitch, remember a short melody, and keep steady beat. 
But to the children in our children’s choir it is an exciting game 
that requires paying close attention and brings suspense of being 
the one left holding one of the apples when we get to that final 
“out!” Oh what fun music brings to our lives.

Last week we had the opportunity to take a fun trip as a family 
for fall break. As I think back over the week I am realizing just 
how much of the time included music. There was some sort of 
music playing almost every hour of the day - from line dancing, to 
musical performances, to background music in the hallways, to 
singing/dancing waiters, to announcements being sung (instead 
of read). These things only added to the music that is a “normal” 
(I used that word loosely) part of the life of the Parker family. 

I am grateful that music is such a vital part of my life, the life 
of my family, and of the life of our church. I am also thankful for 
the example set by our children each week: music is something 
that is part of our whole being and should come as natural as 
breathing and talking. Music is one of the many rich gifts of God 
that is intended for our pure enjoyment and daily sustenance. 

I encourage you to take a musical inventory. Do you listen and 
sing and dance to music around the house? Do you have music 
playing in your car (as opposed to silence or talk radio or cell 
phone calls)? Is your work place filled with music? There is clear 
scientific evidence that music has a positive influence on our 
mental development and our psychological and physical health. 
You surely join me in testifying of the positive influence of music 
on our spiritual journey. Why then, would we not just surround 
ourselves with music? And make sure that our family and loved 
ones are surrounded as well? And desire that our healthcare 
facilities include music? And fight for our classrooms to be filled 
with music? 

Thanks be to God for this amazing gift.  ~Jeff Parker

Adult Choir
Christmas Music Workshop

If you enjoy singing choral music, we’d love to have you join 
us as we prepare for the Advent and Christmas seasons! On 
Saturday, November 1, the Adult Choir will gather to spend the 
morning and early afternoon preparing music for our Christmas 
Music Celebration. The Workshop will be held in the Music 
Building on the Baylor School campus from 9:00AM – 3:00PM. 
The $10 fee includes lunch. Dr. Rebecca Atkins, Assistant 
Professor, Music Education and Women’s Choral Director will 
spend part of the day working with us. All of our choirs will lead 
in worship on Sunday, December 14, as we celebrate the coming 
birth of Christ.

Fall Festival 2014 is THIS SUNDAY, 
October 26, from 4:00-6:30PM!

We need your trunks for Trunk or Treat, your best homemade 
chili for the Cook-off, and volunteers to run the Games. 

This a First Family affair – a fun time for all – and there are 
many ways to volunteer. Contact Anna to sign-up (423.648.2542/
anna@fbcchattanooga.org). Come in your favorite costume 
(remember no masks for adults) and bring your appetite for 
hot dogs. 

Buckets for contributions towards the “Minister Makeover 
Ballerina Style” are set up in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday 
evening and near the entrance to the Narthex on Sunday 
morning. You may also contribute during the Festival. The 
“winner” will be announced at 6:00PM during the festival, then 
“dressed” to dance! All proceeds go to help fund the Preschool/
Children’s Ministry.

First Friends Luncheon
Thursday, November 6, 11:30AM, Fellowship Hall

Program: Rhonda Moore, AIM Center

Menu: Turkey Potpie, Cranberry Salad, Pumpkin Cake ($6)

Reservations needed by Sunday, November 2

423.648.2543 / frances@fbcchattanooga.org



Hearts & Hands mission group will 
meet on Tuesday, November 4, in E211. 
The prayer group will meet at 9:30AM and 
there will be a program on international 
and global missions at 11:00AM. Mission 

action is winter 
clothing or 
money for the 
C o m m u n i t y 
Kitchen and 
i n d i v i d u a l 
snacks or 
money for 
R o n a l d 
M c D o n a l d 
House.

State mission 
o f f e r i n g s 
continue until 

the end of October. Please designate 
your gift for the Elizabeth Richards 
Offering (TN Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship) and/or the Golden Offering 
for Tennessee Missions (TN Baptist 
Convention). The Elizabeth Richards 
offering will be used for congregational 

mission grants, the Samaritan Ministry 
to AIDS/HIV in Knoxville, the Neverfail 
Community Church in Sparta, and college 
student ministries. The Golden Offering 
for Tennessee Missions will be used to 
revitalize churches, reach the lost, reach 
ethnic people groups, meet needs such as 
disaster relief, and services for children 
and youth.

Wednesday,  October  22,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  October  23,  2014
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Saturday,  October  25,  2014
FBC  Golf  Tournament 1:00PM
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  October  26,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Fall  FesVval 4:00PM
Monday,  October  27,  2014
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 5:30PM
Tuesday,  October  28,  2014
Hands  &  Feet  (Ministry/Mission  Group) 5:30PM
Wednesday,  October  29,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Not-‐So-‐Scary  Costume  Party 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  October  30,  2014
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Saturday,  November  1,  2014
Adult  Choir  Workshop 9:00AM
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  November  2,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship  -‐  All  Saints'  Sunday 11:00AM
Dogwood  Commi[ee 12:15PM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  November  3,  2014
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  November  4,  2014
Hearts  &  Hands  Mission  Group 9:30AM
Wednesday,  November  5,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team 7:15PM

On the Calendar
Oct./Nov. 2014

The Chattanooga Area Food Bank 
will receive all the canned and non-
perishable foods we collect throughout 
October and during the Fall Festival. 
Please place your items in the 
collection bins outside the office, in the 
Fellowship Hall and at the Fall Festival.

The FBC Golf Tournament will 
be held on Saturday, October 25, at 
the Brainerd Golf Course. Tee time 
is 1:00PM and the entry fee is $40. 
Please contact Bob Martin to register 
(423.842.2089).

Youth Fall Retreat
Friday, November 14 – Sunday, 

November 16 at Fort Dogwood Lodge.
$20 deposit towards $65 fee due by 

November 9; price increases afterwards.
This weekend of Basic Training will 

help youth work on the basics and 
fundamentals of how to study the Bible. It 
is an opportunity for youth to take steps 
in growing as a Christian and developing 
faith.

Friday, November 7

6:00PM – 10:00PM

Preschool/Children’s Area

Childcare for babies – 5th graders
$6 per child

$12 for two or more children

RSVP to Anna by Wednesday, November 
5

(anna@fbcchattanooga.org / 
423.648.2542)

UPCOMING MISSION EVENTS

GOLF TOURNAMENT
OCTOBER 25

HELP SUPPORT
FOOD BANK
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Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School
 10:30 AM Fellowship Time
 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  9/21/2014     ATTENDANCE  FOR  9/28/2014  
215   Worship         226   Worship  
   9   Worship  Care             11   Worship  Care  
224   WORSHIP  TOTAL      237   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
237   Sunday  School        228   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  9/21/14   $  8,636.92  
Other  receipts  on  9/21/14   625.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  9/21/14   $  9,261.92  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  9/28/14   $12,403.61  
Other  receipts  on  9/28/14   1,070.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  9/28/14   $13,473.61  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $15,673.08  
  

Sept.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $945,207.98  
Sept.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $1,030,666.65  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($85,458.67)  
   As  of  9/30/14  
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